
“139,000,000  
SQ MILES OF SEA
58,000,000 
SQ MILES OF 
LAND AND THE 
ENTIRE SKY”
WELCOME TO THE BIGGEST 
WORKPLACE IN THE WORLD



With such diverse functions, the 
Naval Service is split into arms  
and branches, with over 100  
roles available. 

Whatever your background,  
interests or walk of life, there  
could be a role for you.

A life in the Naval Service is a 
rewarding one filled with adventure, 
possibilities and job security.



START 
YOUR JOURNEY
A future in the Naval Service can be whatever you want it 
to be and with over 100 different roles available, there is 
something for everyone in the Naval Service.

No matter where you are in the world, every day is different. 
That means we need people who are different. People like 
you, who have the drive to develop the wide-ranging skills 
that keep the Naval Service operationally effective on land, 
on the sea, underneath it, or flying over it.

The Naval Service is made up of five fighting arms. Think 
of them as where you’ll physically perform the specialist 
role you choose, whether you join as a rating or an officer. 
Services (like the Surface Fleet or Submarine Service) work  
in tandem with the branches to provide them with the  
crew they need to get the job done.



ROYAL NAVY
SURFACE FLEET
With a truly global impact, the Surface Fleet   
protects our nation’s interests, all over the world.

As a member of the Surface Fleet you’ll be part of   
the maritime might and backbone of the Royal Navy.

You could be safeguarding our economy and nurturing 
international partnerships, the Surface Fleet’s missions  
are as varied as the oceans it covers.

Depending on your role you’ll work on the formidable 
fighting machines that operate all over the world: aircraft 
carriers, assault ships, destroyers or frigates. 

royalnavy.mod.uk/careers



ROYAL NAVY 
SUBMARINE SERVICE
Join the world-renowned silent service and you’ll be at the 
forefront of our nation’s defence.

You’ll be part of highly classified, stealth operations around the 
world, ready at a moment’s notice to carry out global missions.

Our submarines remain hidden but see and hear everything, 
from tracking aircraft, ships and submarines to maintaining 
Trident, our nuclear deterrent.

It takes a special type of person to be a Submariner.  
It’s a unique role with challenges and rewards you   
won’t find anywhere else.

royalnavy.mod.uk/careers



ROYAL NAVY 
FLEET AIR ARM
The Fleet Air Arm provides state-of-the-art technology  
the Aviation branch needs to deliver airborne support  
and extend our global reach.

Joining the Fleet Air Arm puts you at the forefront of 
military aviation. You’ll provide vital support in peacetime 
and during combat operations, fly state-of-the-art 
helicopters, fast jets and use sophisticated weapon sysems. 

From combat missions and humanitarian aid, to being  
Naval Command’s ‘eyes in the sky’, the Fleet Air Arm  
is essential to operations. 

royalnavy.mod.uk/careers



ROYAL MARINES 
COMMANDOS
Even thinking about joining the Royal Marines makes  
you different. It sets you apart. 

To get a step further, you’ll need to be truly special. To be 
able to dig deeper than most, and go further than others 
can even imagine. Do that and you’ll be able to take your 
place in the world’s most elite amphibious fighting force.

There’s something all Royal Marines have in common – the 
state of mind. Where you use it, and how, will depend on 
the level you join at and the specialisations you choose.

royalnavy.mod.uk/careers/royal-marines



ROYAL MARINES 
BAND SERVICE
First and foremost, you’ll be a Royal Marine, which means 
doing more than just playing music. You’ll have a vital  
role to play in our most challenging operations, as you 
provide operational and logistical support for  
3 Commando Brigades.

You’ll be front and centre at some of our most important 
ceremonial occasions, and parades. In your distinctive white 
helmet and blue uniform, you’ll be representing the Royal 
Marines at all times, all over the world. 

royalnavy.mod.uk/rmbs



ROYAL NAVAL 
RESERVE
For most people, the demands of a job and family life are 
challenging enough. However, some have ambitions that  
go beyond the everyday. You may be one of them. If so,  
you can learn new skills and contribute to vital operations  
in the Royal Naval Reserve (RNR).

The Royal Naval Reserve is made up of around 3000 men 
and women from all backgrounds and walks of life. They 
form part of the Royal Navy’s ‘total strength’. Around 25% 
of them have previously served with the Naval Service,  
but most have no previous military experience.

royalnavy.mod.uk/rnr



ROYAL MARINES 
RESERVE
Looking for the ultimate challenge? The Royal Marines 
Reserve is the elite amphibious element of our Maritime 
Reserves and makes up just 1% of our nation’s overall  
tri-service reservists.

You’ll undertake the same Royal Marine assessment taken 
by everyone who wears the green beret and work alongside 
your regular counterparts wherever you’re needed most. From 
conflict zones to the scene of a natural disaster, you’ll need to 
be able to seamlessly transition from civilian to elite soldier.

royalnavy.mod.uk/rmr



ROYAL FLEET 
AUXILIARY
Supplying Royal Navy ships and shore units is a massive 
operation, that involves thousands of people and millions  
of items, 365 days a year. 

From ammunition to breakfast cereal, it all has to be in  
the right place, at the right time. Join the RFA and you’ll  
be  part of the team that gets it there.

royalnavy.mod.uk/careers/rfa



REASONS 
TO JOIN
A career
Whether you’re a university graduate or school leaver,  
the Naval Service gives you the opportunity to shape the 
career you want – or the one you don’t even know you  
can have. How far you go is up to you.

Lifelong learning and training
World-class training, paid for by us, means you can achieve 
all the qualifications you want. It could be anything from 
Apprenticeships, NVQs to Master’s Degrees and Engineering 
Charterships, or the internationally recognised qualifications 
specific to the role you choose, Scholarships and Bursaries 
are available.

Excellent benefits
• Six weeks’ paid holiday each year, on top of public 

holidays
• Free medical and dental care
• Excellent non-contributory pension scheme 
• Defence discount services, from car and hotel  

companies, to holidays and high street shops
• Free access to gym and sports facilities, saving you  

an average of £600 a year on gym membership

www.royalnavy.mod.uk/careers/why-navy



JOB 
FINDER
Whatever your qualifications, either now or in the future, 
just use the simple chart below to find your job in the  
Royal Navy, the Royal Marines, the Reserves or the RFA.

SPECIALIST DEGREE OR PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATION

Air Engineer Officer

Marine Engineer Officer

Training Management Officer

Weapon Engineer Officer

Marine Engineer Officer (Submariner)

Training Management Officer (Submariner)

Weapon Engineer Officer (Submariner)

Dental Officer

Environmental Health Officer

Medical Officer

Medical Services Officer

Nursing Officer

Nursing Officer Mental Health

Dental Hygienist 

Biomedical Scientist

Operating Department Practitioner (Qualified)

Radiographer (Qualified)

Naval Nurse (Qualified)

Mental Health Nurse (Qualified)

Chaplain

Qualified Medical Technician Reserve

Chaplain Reserve

Naval Nurse Reserve

Logistics Supply Officer (RFA)

Medical Technician (RFA)

Medical Officer Reserve

Nursing Officer Reserve

Leading Hand Helicopter Controller (RFA)

Cyber Unit Reserve

A-LEVELS OR SCOTTISH HIGHERS (48-120 UCAS POINTS)

Hydrography and Meteorology Officer

Warfare Officer 

Warfare Officer (Submariner)

Logistics Officer

Logistics Officer (Submariner)

University Cadet Entry (Dentist)

Medical Officer Cadet

Aircrew Officer Observer

Aircrew Officer Pilot

Air Traffic Control Officer

Royal Marines Officer

General Entry Officer Reserve



A-LEVELS OR SCOTTISH HIGHERS (96-150 UCAS POINTS)

Undergraduate Apprenticeship Scheme (UGAS)*

Accelerated Apprentice Scheme (Air Engineering)*

Accelerated Apprentice Scheme (Marine Engineering)*

Accelerated Apprentice Scheme (Weapon Engineering)*

Accelerated Apprentice Scheme (Submariner)*

Naval Nurse (Student)

Mental Health Nurse (Student)

Operating Department Practitioner (Student)

Radiographer (Student)

Cadet Systems Engineer (RFA)

GCSES, SCOTTISH STANDARD GRADES,    
DIPLOMAS OR APPRENTICESHIP

Cryptologic Technician

Royal Navy Police

Welbeck Sixth Form Defence College

Direct Entry Petty Officer Technician (Marine Engineering)**

Dental Nurse (Student) 

Dental Nurse (Qualified)

Biomedical Scientist (Student)

Aircraft Controller

Aircrewman

Communications Apprentice (RFA)

Logistic Supply Officer (T) (RFA)

Deck Officer (RFA)

Cadet Deck Officer (RFA)

Marine Engineer Officer (RFA)

Systems Engineer Officer (RFA)

Leading Hand Helicopter Controller (RFA)

Cadet Marine Engineer (RFA)

Assistant Chef (RFA)

Leading Hand Supply Chain (RFA)

Steward (RFA)

NO SPECIFIC QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED

Motorman Grade 1 (RFA)

Warfare Specialist (Submariner)

Mine Warfare Specialist

Warfare Specialist

Warfare Specialist (Intelligence)

Hydrography and Meteorology Specialist

Seaman Specialist

Mine Clearance Diver

Air Engineering Technician

Communications Information Systems Specialist

Communications Information Systems Specialist (Submariner)

Engineering Technician (Weapon Engineering)

Engineering Technician (Weapon Engineering) (Submariner)

Engineering Technician (Marine Engineering) (Submariner)



Engineering Technician (Marine Engineering)

Catering Services

Catering Services (Submariner)

Hospitality (Submariner)

Supply Chain Logistician

Writer Logistician

Writer (Submariner)

Supply Chain Logistician (Submariner)

Medical Assistant

Medical Assistant (Submariner)

Royal Marines Commando 

Royal Marines Bugler

Royal Marines Musician

Naval Airman Aircraft Handler

Naval Airman Survival Equipment

Chef Apprentice (RFA)

Engineer Apprentice (RFA)

Seaman Grade 1AT (RFA)

Seaman Grade 1 (RFA)

Seamanship Apprentice (RFA)

Steward Apprentice (RFA)

Royal Marines Reserve

Royal Marines Reserve (Ex-Regular Forces)

Ex-Regular Forces Reserve

General Entry Rating Reserve

Ex-Regular Forces Reserve

royalnavy.mod.uk/careers
0345 607 5555

Visit royalnavy.mod.uk/careers to check your eligibility 
and find out more about the joining process, preparation, 
training and choosing the right role for you.

*or a Level 3 Diploma, see website for more details
**call one of our advisors for more information



WHAT NEXT?
Joining the Naval Service makes 
you part of something special. 
Part of a team. Protecting our 
nation’s interests, all over the 
world. It’s the kind of career 
you can be proud of, and your 
family can be proud of you for. 
A way to use your natural skills, 
and develop new ones that stay 
with you for life. 

It’s not for everyone,  
but it could be for you.

0345 607 5555
ROYALNAVY.MOD.UK/CAREERS


